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Arkansans Will Have Opportunity To Review Health Reform
Amendments at my Web Site

After Senate Republicans objected Monday to my proposal to require each
Senator to post online any amendment he or she introduces to the health
insurance reform bill, today I began posting all amendments to the bill to my
Senate Web site.  The amendments are available at http://lincoln.senate.gov/arkansas/healthcare.cfm
http://lincoln.senate.gov/arkansas/healthcare.cfm. 

I regret that Senate Republicans blocked this effort for greater transparency
in the health care reform debate. Given the magnitude of this issue and
interest that exists, I believe Arkansans and all Americans should have an
opportunity to fully participate in the health care debate and be able to share
their views with their elected representatives in Congress before they vote on
the bill or an amendment offered to the bill.

By posting amendments to my Web site, Arkansans will have the opportunity
to view the text of each amendment being considered in the Senate and
share their views with me.  The Senate Finance Committee, of which I am a
member, followed a similar practice while the committee drafted its bill, a
process known as “mark-up.”  

I am keeping my promise to Arkansans that I will do all in my power to ensure
that as health care is debated in the Senate, they will have ample opportunity
to review the bills and share their thoughts and observations with me. This is
another step in the long task we have undertaken to improve America’s
health care system so Arkansas working families and small businesses can
count on having access to quality and affordable health care without facing
potential financial ruin.

As always, please feel free to contact me via my website or by phone. I look
forward to hearing from you.

With Arkansas Pride,
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